
Understanding place value to 999 
 
 
FOCUS 
 
3-digit numbers are made from hundreds, tens and ones. 
 
873 = 800 + 70 + 3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A. Use three counters: 
 
1.  make the largest number  
 
2.  make three different odd 
 numbers 
 
3.  make two numbers between 200 
 and 300 
 
4.  make as many different numbers 
 as you can with the three counters 
 

 
B. Use four counters: 
 
1. make the smallest number
 with all four counters 
 
2. make five different even numbers 
 
3. make three numbers between 300 
 and 400 
 
4. make as many different numbers 
 as you can with the four counters 
  

 

Use counters to make 
different numbers by placing 
them on this abacus. 
 


